
Researching and Citation: 
How to find great information and not plagiarize! 

 
 

The internet has a LOT of information and it can be overwhelming when doing research for a 
school project. Here are some tips to keep you focused and help you find good information. 
 

1. DON’T start with Google. Although Google is a powerful search engine, it can be hard to 
separate the “good” results from the “bad”. PVSS has access to huge databases with 
reliable articles on almost every subject. We also have some great books that you can 
use. 
 

2. DO skim read. Reading through long article can be overwhelming. Sometimes there is 
way more information than you need, and only a small part is going to help you with 
your research. Make use of “section” links in articles, indexes in books, or the ctrl+f 
search function to find a specific key word in digital resources. 
 

3. DON’T copy-paste. Make point form notes in your own words based on what you read. 
IF you want to quote a specific line, make sure you use the exact quote and provide the 
citation (where you got it from). 
 

4. DO cite information you get from different sources. You must always give credit for 
information that is not your own. Follow the MLA or APA style-guide when paraphrasing 
OR quoting from your source. 
 

5. DON’T rely on your memory alone. Make notes about your topic AND where you got 
the information from so when it comes to writing you can give proper credit to the 
source. 
 

6. DO use reliable website. A reliable website is one where you can trust the author to be 
giving accurate information. An online encyclopedia, or government sites are good 
places to start. A site from a class project or someone’s blog might not be as accurate. 

 
Where to start: 
 
The PVSS library website has a wealth of information for you to use. To access the website go to 
http://pvsslibrary.weebly.com OR go to the PVSS School website and click on the “Library” tab. 
Once at the website, use the “Search Our Library Catalogue” link to look for books in the library, 
or the “References and Databases” link to find articles online. 

http://pvsslibrary.weebly.com/

